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Schedule of Classes
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Fiwst Day of Classes for all Grades (K-7 ):
Sunday, Septembier 9, 2007

9:00 AM

Grades Session

K-2 Sunday 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM

Grades

Session |

Session Il

3-7

Sunday 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM

Sunday 9:00 AM — 12:00 PM

3-7

Tuesday 4:00 PM — 6:00 PM

Thursday 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM

Gan - Mechinah (K-2) Sunday

9:10 AM -9:30 AM

Gimmel — Zayin (3-7) Sunday

11:30 AM —-12:00 PM
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Goals of the I BE Education Program

Temple Beth El Hebrew School strives to educate its students to become knowledgeable,
responsible and participatory Jews. Our main goal is to inspire students’ minds and hearts with
enthusiasm and love for Judaism while nurturing a commitment to lifelong Jewish learning, and
to foster a sense of communal involvement.

Our programs engender a proud Jewish identity, foster a commitment to the Jewish community
and Israel, encourage the enrichment of a Jewish home, and promote Jewish ethical behaviors
and values. The school program prepares and motivates students to practice Judaism out of
respect and love for its traditions and knowledge of its history, language, and practices.

The goals ef cur Febrew education program axe te:

Provide opportunities for the child to develop spiritual and ethical sensitivity through
curricular experiences.

Foster a positive Jewish identity within the student.

Create a community of learners. Students, teachers and parents all learn together and
feel they are part of a community.

Integrate the student’s Jewish experiences with those of the synagogue community.
Develop basic Jewish literacy, including the study of Hebrew, Siddur skills, Bible, Jewish
history, and observance of important Jewish rituals and holidays.

Provide experiences and develop skills in Jewish prayer, personal religious thought, and
creative spiritual expression.

Emphasize the concept of mitzvah as a basis for Jewish belief and action.

Provide focused opportunities for family involvement to enhance and encourage
independent Jewish family life.

Create an appreciation of lifelong Torah studying as a vital link to our tradition.

Give the child the opportunity to develop a relationship with the land and the State of
Israel.

© Temple Beth El Hebrew School 2007-2008



Ovewiew of the FHelrew School Cuvviculum

Our new curriculum is based on the Ten Goals of the Temple Beth El Education Program. It is a
spiraling curriculum allowing multiple topics to “spiral” through the grades, growing in complexity
as the students mature.

Guades -2

Students in grades Gan (K), Alef (1), and Bet (2) begin to develop skills and awareness of the
holiday cycle, synagogue ritual, Jewish values and ethics, torah study, and begin a program of
Hebrew as a modern language.

A complete curriculum outline is found on page 3.

Departmental services: music, arts and crafts, and Family Education Programs enhance
classroom studies.

Guades 3-7

Students in Grades Gimmel through Zayin (3-7) begin an integrated Hebrew and Judaica
Curriculum. Hebrew and Judaic studies are taught both on Sunday and weekday sessions of
Hebrew School.

Students develop functional literacy in Modern Hebrew, become conversant with the order of the
worship service and the meaning of prayers, study lifecycle events, Jewish history and holidays,
explore the weekly Torah portions, read selections of the Bible, and grapple with ethical
dilemmas in a Jewish context.

A full curriculum outline is found on page 4 and 5.

Departmental services: music, arts and crafts, and Family Education Programs enhance
classroom studies.

= TN

© Temple Beth El Hebrew School 2007-2008



Prayer/Hebrew Celebrations God/Ethics Israel Torah/Bible
Gan / Work weekly on prayer and Experience each holiday Recall the celebratory aspects Identify Israel as an Identify Torah as an
Kindersarten traditional z’mirot (songs). through sensory activities, art of home, family, synagogue important Jewish place. important Jewish “book.”
g projects, music and stories and community. Participate in
Participate in classes that fitting for each celebration. talks about God. And match Recognize the Israeli flag. | Locate the Torah in the
will be “peppered” with each of these celebrations to a Synagogue.
basic vocabulary and Celebrate Jewish Holidays. Hebrew letter via a key word.
everyday use of Hebrew Recall early narrative stories
utilizing picture flashcards to Give money to class tzedakah from Genesis and Exodus.
identify and build a basic collection regularly.
vocabulary.
A lef / 1st Work weekly on prayer and Practice home observance of Recall the celebratory aspects Identify the geography of Recall later narrative stories
traditional zmirot (songs). Shabbat Blessings, symbols, of home, family, synagogue Israel as an important from the Torah and the
ceremonies and songs. and community. Participate in place for the Jewish Prophets.
Responsible for Ramah talks about God. And match people.
Rishona on our Prayer Identify the symbols for High each of these celebrations to a
Schematic. Holidays, Sukkot, Simhat Hebrew letter via a key word.
Torah, Hannukah, Purim and
Learn the Hebrew alphabet. Pesah. Give money to class tzedakah
Participate in classes that collection regularly.
will be “peppered” with Learn Hebrew vocabulary
basic vocabulary and related to each holiday.
everyday use of Hebrew
utilizing picture flashcards to | Celebrate Jewish Holidays.
identify and build a basic
vocabulary.
Bet / 2“d Work weekly on prayer and Review the blessings and Identify Hebrew ethical/value Identify significant places | Recall narrative stories

traditional zmirot (songs).

Recognize and name Hebrew
letters and vowels. Sound-
out simple letter/vowel
combinations.

Identify Hebrew nouns and
Jewish value words that
begin with each letter.

ceremonies for Shabbat.

Practice home observance of
Havdallah Blessings, symbols,
ceremonies and songs.

Recall central story/theme for
Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur,
Sukkot, Simhat Torah,
Hannukah, Purim, Pesah,
Shabbat, Tu B’shvat and
Shavuot.

Develop family observances
and customs for the holiday
year.

Celebrate Jewish Holidays.

terms for each letter of the
Hebrew alphabet.

Give money to class rzedakah
collection regularly.

within Israel: everything
from the Western Wall
and the Temple Mount, to
falafel stands, a Shuk
(open air market) and
much more.

throughout the five Books of
the Torah with the depth and
breadth beyond that of a first
read.




Prayer/Hebrew

Celebrations

God/Ethics

History/Israel

Torah/Sacred Texts

Gimmel /3™ Decode consonants and Put the holiday cycle in order. | Students explore some of the Recall the major cities and | Recall of Biblical stories from
vowels, distinguish look-a- major questions while talking extraordinary sites of Creation through the death of
likes and sound-a-likes. Recall calendar’s patterns and about God. Each question is Israel, the diversity of Moses. Derive personal

themes throughout the holiday | answered in a variety of Israel's people and meaning from the stories and
Recognize 3-letter roots. cycle. approaches, giving our students | cultures, our biblical and personalities in the Torah.
Participate in weekly ¢’fillah the ability to find and share the | modern ties with the
(prayer) study as well as a Learn the names of the Hebrew | one they are most comfortable Jewish homeland, and the
weekly community prayer months, and the season in with. geography of Israel.
service. which they fall.

Give money to class tzedakah

Become familiar with the Learn Jewish Holidays, rituals collection regularly.
Siddur prayer book and traditions.
Individual learning and Celebrate Jewish Holidays.
progressing according to our
prayer schematic of the
Tefilla Institute Curriculum.

Dalet / 4th Introduction to reading and Recall the names of the Using real-life examples, Recall Israel’s importance | Recall stories and characters

writing modern Hebrew. Hebrew months in order, and midrashic and historical utilizing a text book from the books of Prophets
the holidays that fall in each. vignettes, and lively narratives, | covering broad areas of and Writings. Derive personal

Recognize language Explain and study the primary students recall basic Jewish interests regarding Israel: meaning from the teachings
elements: roots, prefixes, and | rituals of each holiday. Recall values and how introspection history, society, culture, and events depicted.
suffixes. reoccurring actions and themes. | and self-examination lead to religion, traditions,

self respect, and how geography and politics. Continued close reading,
Participate in weekly 'fillah | cglebrate Jewish Holidays. respecting oneself leads to finding clqes and suggesting
(prayer) study as well as a respect others and from others. interpretations.
Weel_<ly community prayer Recall Jewish Holidays, rituals .
service. and traditions. Give money to class tzedakah

collection regularly.
Individual learning and
progressing according to our
prayer schematic of the
Tefilla Institute Curriculum.

Heh / 5th Use our weekly liturgy as a Recall Jewish life cycle events | Students confront a series of Students will learn about | Students will study the book

format to enhance basic
reading and decoding skills.

Participate in weekly ¢’fillah
(prayer) study as well as a
weekly community prayer
service.

Individual learning and
progressing according to our
prayer schematic of the
Tefilla Institute Curriculum.

that help us mark and celebrate
the milestones in our lives,
young teens will consider and
convey how we each contribute
to the modern evolution and
enrichment of these
celebrations.

Learn and master the main
t’fillot (prayers) for each
holiday. Compare and contrast
the components of each.

Celebrate Jewish Holidays.

moral dilemmas and encounter
core Jewish values, such as
Tzar Ba’alei Hayyim (Saving
animals) and Pikuah Nefesh
(saving lives).

Give money to class rzedakah
collection regularly.

Israel through the eyes of
its leaders. The program
will emphasize on major
leaders who shaped the
state of Israel throughout
different points in History.

of Genesis through direct
readings from the Torah. The
students will explore the
thrilling stories of our
ancestors.




Prayer/Hebrew Celebrations God/Ethics History/Israel Torah/Sacred Texts
Vav / 6th Use our weekly liturgy as a Review the calendar of Spanning the worlds of sports, Recall Israel’s place in our | Recognize Torah and
format to achieve reading months and order of holidays. | science, film, and politics, the lives and our history with Haftorah Trope.
fluency and a building prayer class is introduced to the Jewish | a focus on its main sights
vocabulary. Recall the context in which heroes of yesterday and today and geography. Explore Exodus in Depth
holiday falls and the lessons and to those of tomorrow. with an introduction to the
Learn modern conversational | that we learn through each language and approach of
Hebrew and establish a basic | holiday’s moment in time; Students discover and explain Rashi commentary.
vocabulary. both yearly and historically. how to live Jewish values by
exploring the wisdom of our
Participate in weekly t'fillah | cglebrate Jewish Holidays. sages (Pirkei Avot).
(prayer) study as well as a Give money to class rzedakah
weekly community prayer collection regularly.
service.
Individual learning and
progressing according to our
prayer schematic of the
Tefilla Institute Curriculum.
Zayin / 7th Review meaning and theme | Bar/Bat Mitzvah: explore Utilizing a plethora of traditional | Recall Israel’s place in our | Focus on Bible stories that

of individual prayers.

Examine overall structure of
services.

Drill performance of prayers
and translate isolated
sections.

Express personal kavannah”
for each prayer.

Participate in weekly ¢’fillah
(prayer) study as well as a
weekly community prayer
service.

Learn more than Hebrew by
using an Israeli Ulpan
Program.

Individual learning and
progressing according to our
prayer schematic of the
Tefilla Institute Curriculum.

coming of age, ritual,
traditions, responsibilities and
family involvement.

Students will learn about the
different ceremonies
throughout the Jewish life
cycle, such as Brit, Bar/Bat
Mitzvah, Wedding, and the
Funeral.

Celebrate Jewish Holidays.

and current sources the class will
read, explore and discuss a
multitude of ethical issues, both
modern and timeless .

Give money to class tzedakah
collection regularly.

lives and our history with
a more in-depth look into
Israel as a living people, a
thriving culture and a
society.

The class will also
explore and discuss
Jewish History, focusing
on individuals as well as
on events. Students learn
about their individual
pasts and from their
personal heritage they
learn and connect to
Jewish history.

Students will learn about
the Holocaust atrocity and
its effect on Jewish history
and its people.

Visit the Jewish Heritage
Museum.

connected to the other
components of the
curriculum: Life Cycle,
Values and Israel.




Waduichi

The concept and value of a Madrich program is to enable our teens to develop leadership skills
and while doing so, to become an integral part of our community. The major component of this
program will involve attendance during at least one session of Hebrew school (Tuesdays,
Thursdays, or Sundays) and on Sunday morning leadership training and group processing
sessions four times per year. These hours will be spent working on individual projects as
needed and acting as role models for the younger students, as they aid the Director of
Education and the teachers in the creation of a safe, healthy, and happy learning environment
for everyone.

This is an excellent opportunity for our teens to learn new skills, gain valuable experience to put
on their college applications and earn a bit of money as well. The Madrich position is a paid
position (though one may opt for community service hours instead). The first year Madrichim
will not be paid for their work, and instead will do their job voluntarily (payment will start the
second year). By accepting this position, the student understands that there are responsibilities
that come with the opportunity and the paycheck. Each madrich/a will sign in as they arrive and
sign out as they leave. Absences shall be kept to a minimum of (no more than three), and any
missed session that is not illness related, must be cleared with the supervisor at least a week
beforehand. In addition to the working hours on Sunday morning (Tuesday and Thursday hours
are also an option), each madrich/a is required to be enrolled and patrticipate in Kulanu.

© Temple Beth El Hebrew School 2007-2008



Family Education Pregrams

Successful Hebrew school education involves a strong partnership between the student families
and the school. Through family education programs, we strengthen the Judaic knowledge of
both students and their families, and empower families to further enrich their lives with Judaism.
Family education occurs throughout the year in each grade during family programs, when
parents visit the classrooms, and when families apply what they have learned at home. These
programs will be designed to engage both our students and their families, each leaving the
session with something new learned and shared. It is imperative for the success of these
programs that at least one parent attend each session with their child. Grades K-6 will have one
family education program per school year that will take place during Hebrew School on Sunday
mornings.

This year’s family programs:

Hindergarten: On March 30, 2008, families will study Pesach and its respective customs and
traditions. Each Kindergarten student will have the honor of taking home a Seder plate.
Finst Guade: On December 16, 2007, families will learn about the Shabbat ritual. In our family
program, the students will create Challah Covers that they will be able to take home and use

during Kabbalat Shabbat.

Secand Grade: On October 28, 2007, each second grader will have the opportunity to create a
Havdallah Kit (spice box, candles, and a cup.) Together we will learn about the ritual of
Havdallah and its significance in our Jewish life.

Jhird Grade: During a special ceremony on February 10, 2008 each child will receive a
personalized Sim Shalom prayer book. On January 28, 2007, Parents will come to the
Hebrew school and design a special siddur cover to be presented to their child at the
ceremony.

Founth Guade: Come on January 13, 2008, and with your child discover the secrets of the
Shemah prayer. The students, with the help of the parents, will create pillow covers.

Fifth Grade: On November 18, 2007, families will explore different dilemmas related to Jewish
values and ethics. In addition, families will explore different stories from the Book of Genesis,
which can be used to find personal meaning and artistic expression.

Siath Guade: On March 2, 2008, the sixth graders with their parents will explore the
unanswered question of ‘Who is a Jew?’ by studying definitions of Judaism with regards to
different movements.

7% Guade Family Education Programs
In preparation for our B’nei Mitzvah and their “big day”, we have planned three different family
programs. The goal of the Bar/Bat Mitzvah programs is to help families enrich their Jewish
lives through the Bar/Bat Mitzvah process and beyond. The program will focus on three
different components: the Torah portion, learning Bimah skills, and the World Wide Wrap
event (Tfilin). The 7" Grade Family Program will take place during the following Sundays:
September 23, 2007
October 21, 2007

February 3, 2008

© Temple Beth EI Hebrew School 2007-2008



Shabbat Sewice Uttendance

The weekly observance of Shabbat is a tradition most readily accessible to our students.
Attendance at Shabbat services affords students the opportunity to demonstrate and apply what
they have learned, live Jewish life in a meaningful and tangible way, take pride in their
accomplishments, and become involved with their families in the life of the congregation.

All students in grades Gimmel- Zayin (3-7) are required to attend 10 Shabbat services
throughout the Hebrew school year. (Two Friday nights and two services at other
congregations will be accepted). We will track the progress of each student through the school’s
office. Great thought and care has, and will continue to go into the development of fun,
interesting, and worthwhile Shabbat programming. It is important to create a vibrant prayer
environment for our students. Incentives will be awarded at various stages of this year-long
project. Students in grades K-2 are recommended to attend eight services as well and will also
receive incentive awards for their attendance.

Students in grades 6-7 are required to attend the main service (in the sanctuary) 10 times
per year. This requirement is essential for the students to become familiar with Shabbat
services that differ from the junior congregation experience. This obligation is a part of
the B’nei Mitzvah process.

1 ian C (i
A fun and engaging group experience, this is a shortened but educational service designed to
be developmentally appropriate for grades 3-6. Junior congregation is an excellent and
important opportunity for our students to practice their newly acquired tfillah skills. Every service
will be inclusive for all students, in grades 3-6. A small group of “designated leaders” from each
grade will be responsible for leading the prayers that are being focused on during the year. Each

time a student fulfills this role successfully, he/she will be given credit. They are required to lead
their prayers at least three times during the year. A full Junior congregation schedule is attached

to this handbook

© Temple Beth El Hebrew School 2007-2008




Shabbaten Weeklends

Our tradition Shabbatonim is an essential program in our educational experience. This long-held
tradition has been established as an integral part of our learning programs. Each Shabbaton is
designed around a theme.

Grades 3-5 | May 2 and 3 2008 Shabbat Rituals
Grades 6-7 | September 28 and 29 | In the Image of God

Family Shabbat Dinner| Kabbalat Shabbat

Each grade will have the opportunity to lead a Beth El Kabbalat Shabbat service. Depending on
the grade leading the service, each service will be different. The service will follow the Family
Friday Night Shabbat Dinners. Specific details and information about each class’s participation
will be mailed or emailed within a month prior to the actual service. When you are notified of the
details of your child’s class dinner, please RSVP promptly. Your timely response ensures the
success of this element of our program.

HKabbalat Shablat Schedule
Grades K-2 March 14, 2008
Grade 3 May 16, 2008
Grade 4 February 8, 2008
Grade 5 January 11, 2008
Grade 6 November 9, 2007
Grade 7 June 6, 2008

/\
\/
/\
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I’ fillak — Prayer

During each Sunday Hebrew school session, students meet in the Beit K’nesset for Tfillah as
part of the school day. They will become familiar with the melodies and the flow of the service
and will feel more comfortable with the synagogue as a house of prayer.

The Sunday morning Hebrew school service begins at 9:10 AM (Grades K-2) and 11:30 AM
(Grades 3-7). We encourage parents who wish to attend these services to join us. ,,T

Music =

It is hard to imagine our rich and cultural heritage without music. This form of expr

ancient as mankind. Our goal is to enrich the formal learning process with weekly music class’s
lead by our experienced music teacher Nurit Avigdor. In grades K-5, music is integrated into the
curriculum with the classroom teachers. The songs and melodies compliment all aspects of our
curriculum.

At

Art helps students to better grasp the concepts and ideas they learn and it inspires a heightened
awareness of Jewish artistic expression. Through various media and techniques, students
create their own works of Jewish art in connection with their grade’s studies (holidays, bible,
T'fillah, values). All of our students will participate in art sessions with our gifted art teacher,
Karen Tobias. Furthermore, Art is integrated throughout different class projects which are
incorporated into the curriculum.

Camputer raem

We are experiencing a revolutionary era in all aspects of Jewish education. Temple Beth El has
transitioned into the 21%' century in building a computer laboratory and using new and modern
learning tools and methods such as multimedia presentations. This approach is reinforced in an
old statement made by King Solomon who said: "Educate a child in the way he should go"
(Proverbs, 22:6). Jewish education needs to be updated continuously with the essential goal of
bridging the gap between our old traditions and modern youth culture.

Using technology and media as an integral part of the Hebrew school curriculum will help us
achieve this goal and create a generation of students who are engaged in learning about their
heritage and tradition.

Today, many computer software programs exist that assist students with: improving their
Hebrew reading skills; learning about Israeli culture, history and society; and exploring Jewish
heritage and traditions. Moreover, the internet is host to hundreds of websites which may serve
as supplementary resources (informative and interactive) to any component of our Hebrew
school curriculum. The combination of sound, imagery and new three-dimensional technologies
keeps children’s attention and connects them with the content. Every student will have the
opportunity on a weekly basis to use the computer room under their teacher’s supervision.

© Temple Beth El Hebrew School 2007-2008 10



Cwrvient Events

An important new addition to our curriculum is the subject of current events and how they affect
our Jewish lives. Community and world events will be presented to each class in an age
appropriate manner. Grades Bet and Gimmel will utilize the Jewish magazine “Babaganewz”
while Dalet and Heh will be using “J-Vibe”. Moreover, during our weekly tfillah, the Education
Director will provide news updates regarding Israel and our local Jewish community.

The FHelrew |’ fillak Curvticulum

Years of Hebrew school education have taught us that though we have come a long way, we
still have a way to go when it comes to effective language acquisition techniques. The majority
of time spent in class with our students is focused on decoding (phonetics and reading
comprehension). However, at the culmination of Hebrew school, we expect that our students will
know a quantity of t’fillah as both songs and chanted prayers, not as individual syllables or even
a limited understanding of the vocabulary. Thirty minutes of the students’ time during weekday
sessions and an hour on Sunday will be spent on decoding and reading activities. The Sunday
session will be spent with a Hebrew specialist. These will range from traditional work from a
text, to holiday and event specific games and activities. As a part of this new approach, grades
4™-7" will use Modern Hebrew as their decoding format.

The 3 ’fillah Institute

In addition to this time, each grade will spend 30 minutes on Tuesday or Thursday with a
“T’fillah Expert” focusing on the ability to perform and explain the meaning of each of their
assigned prayers in simple English. At the beginning of the year each student will receive a CD
with the prayers that he/she will be responsible for learning in order to graduate into the next
level (see tfillah chart). These CD’s should be used for practice and mastery at home and in the
classroom. If a student should wish to advance beyond the level of his/her class, he/she may
opt to “test out” of his/her level. If a student is able to show sufficient mastery of their assigned
prayers, he/she will turn in their CD for a new one, created for the next level of the tfillah chart.
Students are encouraged to move as quickly as they are comfortable doing, there is always
more to learn!

© Temple Beth EI Hebrew School 2007-2008
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The T fillak Tnstitute — Shabbat Marning Sewice

RAMAH (level)

Rishona

Sh'nia

Shlishit

Revi'it

Hamishit

Shishit

Shvi'it

Prayer

Mode/Moda Ani

M

M

Ma Tovu

M

M

Birchot haShachar

Tzadik K'tamar

Psalm 150

R

S

Hatzi Kaddish

Barechu

Yotzer Or

L

=

S-SRI

El Adon

Ahavah Rabbah

Shema

V'Ahavtah

Mi Chamocha

Ay

4

SEEE|FISIEIEIEIEIEEL

Amida

Avot

Gevurot

Kedushah

IEYES

I

Repetition

Oseh Shalom

Kaddish Shalem

Torah Service

Torah Brachot

Haftarah Brachot

Ashrei

Musaf Hatzi Kaddish

Musaf Kiddusha

Ayn Keloheinu

M

M

Aleinu

M

M

Adon Olam

M

<

T2 TEIEIZEIEEE

| - Prayer is introduced; M - Mastered; A - Advanced Level
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The 5°fitlak Institute — Friday Night and Celebrations

RAMAH (level)

Rishona

Sh'nia

Shlishit

Revi'it

Hamishit

Shishit

Shvi'it

Prayer

Friday Evening

Hinei Matovu

Shalom Alichem

Rom'mu

Lecha Dodi

- IZ

Ma'ariv Avrim

Y EYEYES

Ahavat Olam

V'shamru

-

SIS EL

Vayechulu

Reader's Repetition

IS EIELZ

Occasions

Shabbat Blessings

Havdallah Blessings

Hallel

>Z|Z

| - Prayer is introduced; M - Mastered; A - Advanced Level
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Teacher List

Kindergarten Marlyn Agatstein
First Grade Darice Bailer
Second Grade Rachel Bahar
Third Grade Susan Shapiro
Fourth Grade Darren Bahar
Fourth Grade Teacher (Sundays) Betty Leiter

Fifth Grade Carol Elkies

Six Grade Jodi Maxner

Six Grade Teacher (Sundays) Ben Herman
Seventh Grade Hebrew Teacher Galit Roloff
Seventh Grade Mara Hammerman
Seventh Grade Raphael Carruthers

Room Ussignment

Kindergarten Kindergarten room Lower level
First Grade Room 4 Upper level
Second Grade Room 5 Upper level
Third Grade Room 8 Upper level
Fourth Grade Room 7 Upper level
Fourth Grade Hebrew Room 6 Upper level
Fifth Grade Room 10 Upper level
Six Grade Music room Lower level
Seventh Grade Hebrew | Room B Lower level
Seventh Grade Room A Lower level
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